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CHAPTER X.

"Find trs
At OrniK li t Hi" table cover fall

tack to its normal and turned
to get hliuHrlf Into a iciufurtat l uttl- -

The stranger turned to Arlma. "Give
ut the envelope." be tald

Arlma approached the table. Orme
crowded tack against the wnll at far
at be could, knowing that the chance
of escaping discovery were ttrongly
against htm H it he wat saved by the
very eaccrno of the others. They all
crowded about Arlma, at he lifted the
cover, oH'iied the drawer and took out
the envelope So close did they stand
that Orm wat out of their angle of

vision The table cover foil again, and
he wat safe He resumed hit position
at the p hole.

Tho stranger stepped to the middle
of tho room, the others gathering
around him With a quirk Jerk be
ore ihe envelope open, and taking or.'

tho papers, ran hi eye over them
rapidly. He uttered an exclamation
"What It It?" said Alcatrante The
South American's hand wat thakli.g.
and pers plraMun stood out on hi fore
held.

The Japanese snarled. "Tricked'
They've fooled us. That honorable
burglar of your got the wrong en
velopo "

AIAtr.vnt n.vrhed tho papers
" 'Pros pectus.' " hti read, 'of the I jat
pare Mining Company' I'mt I do not
understand "

Tho Japar.es g'ared at him angrily
if you had kept out of thl business."

be snapped. ' rd let Maku attend to It.

everything would hsve been right.
Now your burglar have spoiled It "

He snatched back th harmless
anl tire them la two. throw-

ing th fragment to tli f.. r and

attitudes of the other Untie would not
have known but that the bad gone. Aa
It was, he could nad la their bearing
the disconcerting tdnct of bar COO Je-

lled disdain.
The Japanese spoke. "Will you oe

tor, mist, or shall we direct you o
your way? Arlma will com out and
talk with you, If you 10 Uh"

Still no answer. To Orm, la hta
hiding, there wa something uncanny
In ber failure to Hut be could
picture ber -- Truth, calm In Ue ce

of sul terfi.ge
"Will you not state your deslreT"

Again tho .lapaiie He wat smiling
now, with the false .olltcuea of hi

rar.
And then th spoke: "That envslnpo

on the floor waa stolen from my fath-

er' bom. It liars my father'!
name."

lU'foro Alcatrante could stop him,
lltll I'oritol, with sou. agu hop of
making amend, bad snatched up th
torn tit oli and '.akin It lo her. II
return, d to tho rain of Orme tla'.oa
w ith an air of IMikms imparlance

"lbn content. " aa.J th girl--'stii'- fii

aro th tapert"
Akatratit (d tho Japan look4

at each other It wat a If they said.
In view of our faiUr w in.gbl a

well n ako a tau l rt of It" Put
Aiv a' I al.te w aa too 1 ..i.l.ti g to tak the
11. 1'lut. 1 In ...i.fe.i. u II ;!: that
to llil- - ll.nr Who spot Llih

tati! giy
Tl. ill!) paper !n th eniel.--

wrro t!.e " i pb ki.i tp tt tora
pi'tpectuai Inn. the Coor and hold
ti.iui ri:add 'U Ii 1 tn. t w,.r

O 0 Ftrir'.,:!;!-- . - iz3
It Now Remained to Find Seirethlng to Take the Psce of ths Abstracted

Documents.

had satisfied the suspicions of Portlol,
nd Alcatrante and the stranccr htij

tetlrrd lo their corner, he twisted his
lnud back and examined the wood

.hove him.
Tho table had a drawer From the

.com outside this drawer was con
cealed by the cloth rover, and Orme
had not suspected Its existence

Now, the tat le was cheaply made
The dratter was shallow and narrow,
ind It win hold In position, under the
'able, ly an open framework of wood
A hen It was pushed In. It ill tlopptd
it the right place by two cleats, there

. no solid strip to prevent It being
d In toe far

Urtr.o' put bis hand lo the l ark of th
drawer There wa a space between

; and the table- top
Cautiously h put-ho- hit hand

hro.iph the ope ring HI flr.g.r
touched a fiat oL.eot - a pad of paper,

thought mad 1.1s heart teat
a large, thick envelop Could Artma
hvve used tho drawer a a hldlr.g
place?

Slowly b got tho rdgn of the ot Jert
between t.:s t r t and e,-- i.d flt.t'rs
and drew !! a l:t: way toward the
lack of th drawer A momebi later
bo had It under h: er

Yes, it w.is a icl g mve i pe of heavy
l;ii n. and there we: I .ky rape

::hn The g ;.:.. ed flap w v toward
f.m I! was n.leretd to i,ct thtit.
important thO'..ga the doc.tiiot.'.
aoelt.ed to be, the et.Vi'iop w a nut
sea'ei with wax

YNOPSia.

At th er..na of ii hat II' rtiert
Orm nv.'n fr. iM arreal it nrl In Muck
touring car who hm . .oia.-- 4 linfll- )"
on Stale iiii'i. lift buy new lull mJ
la Klvi-- it in dollar lull wttv ii'"i

th pera.iti yi'U )y to." writ! n
It. A eoiid unit It iie'p in t'ri 111

tllaj-- ul Imrna l! at In T.'ni
mala Walllna-hai- u I' rv lav mll'

Manila, but : no hint i f hr
Identity. k ,!i,m.-r- aivt'er

en the i,iirl.r.l l:'t. n.h In tut'-
atlaniyt in ilf, ii.hf r It. lo copies en.!
place th e,iy In a itmwar In I'" "P"'-tneni- .

h.n.T I'ortto.. Amri loan.
c:ia n, th n t"J I II " ""
rafuaaa. and a enaii.- In wiVti I

la i'UTi Ktlir Ma .il.a In SVll''r

miniatr fn'in I. a cu'itry. to
Vuui'li for 1,1111 ITIII" a'.'.:! rrf .i I''
IIP lha Mil ieiirna t! l l I'.aa
called f..r him. orm K." a for a

ml aaa two JHp utt.uk AiratriTit
1.1m Tim m:tt:tr t!'. 1'

macy, (..it fm:a 10 t'. , reused I'll!
KaUirn.i g to !.ia to. ;!i tmi.t t attaraed
by !,, 5.in wt.u (TeCt
fhanu" ,f t:-- mark".! I'll! for another.
Orti... dr.. la th ajtrl of th K.sck car wait
ing f. r 'ir. SI. a alao want Hie Mi. Orm
In. a hi at ry Hi.e reri'stnties mw of th
jap aa father' cutler. Maku. Th

nil .ii.T'uiiott on th 1.111 la tl 11 key
to ti.r t i t :.( !;'' of Imp rtanl paper

io.-- i n . in her father, lii '1 h J:ija nnil
Ho.ith 4 iti.rlc.tr. want tfc pipr. Orm
an.l t,i- 'Mirl" start out In Ilia Mack
ear ji.'i i f lha paper In th

nr. i.n! In Kvantn lha hhlln
p.n e V I t it.'.! Muku unl anoiliiT J ip
a.ra ti.t-- urmn frtla W:iku nti'l tha
other Ji fcnyri Orm flnfla in NU-k- u

a f.i:JJ alip of puprr. II
lakra th- - K.rl. h"aa n.ima la atill un-
known to tun. t.i Ihf Inillii' "f H

In Kvnaton, Kturn:nn to tha unlvar-:t- y

(round Otitic (rta In conviTatloa
with t H ht.il'.on
Thay h.'nr motor lunt in trouM- - in
th drkn-- a on tho iHke. 1 h.y find
th crippled boat. In It r th JIwith th papari imj "iSlrl." he J itt.pa
Into t,irinr a boat, but th Jap rltnti
liurault. (.irme tin! on th pap-- r Ii

ook from Maku the iid.!r. "341 N

Parker atrert " He th'ra and
f.nda th,t Arlma. teaohar of .'m-Jlt- u

la on the third tVor H cal. on Alia.
clirvo)t.i. on th fourth floor.

CHAPTER IX. Continued.

Tr ccme up th iUJri when h!

door was oren."
"Do's he teem to be pretty busy

ulth h!.- teaching?"
"Evening, he U. And some come In

the afternoon. I klways know, because
they thud on the Coor to when they
wrestle."

"And mornings?"
"He generally seems to be away

mornings."
"I fancy no's what you'd call a noisy

neighbor," said Orme.
"Oh, I don't mind. There's more or

lest noise up here sometimes." She
mJled frankly. "Spirits can make a

lot of noise. I've known them to throw-table-

over and drag chairs all around
the room."

"Well" Orme w as net interested In
spirits "be sure you don't let any-
body In here until I come back."

Again she nodded. Then t.he went
Into the reception hall and he heard
her push the bolt of the door. She did
not return, but her steps seemed to
move into one of the other rooms.

Orme went to the window, pushed it
up, and climbed out on the fire escape.
He was glad to see that the wall across
tlie court was windowiess. He might
be observed from the buildings that
backed up from the next street, but

'they apparently belonged to a large
ttorage loft or factory. There were no
Idle folk at tho windows.

The window of the room below was
open. This was in one sense an ad-

vantage and Orme blessed the Japa-
nese athletes for their Insistence on
fresh air; but on the other hand, It
made quietness essential.

Slowly he let himself through the
opening in the platform and moved a
few steps down the ladder. Then he
crouched and peered through the dippy
lace curtains that were swaying in the
breeze.

'ihe Interior was dim, but Orme suc-

ceeded In distinguishing the furniture.
There were straw mats on the floor
and several chairs stood about At the
opposite side of the room was a closed
door. From his knowledge of Madam
Alla's apartment, Orme knew that this
door opened Into the hall of the build-
ing, and the square ground glass, with
lta reversed letters of the athlete's
name, told him that It was used as the
chief entrance. Madam Alia preferred
her clients to enter Into another room.

In the farther corner of the interior
Orme saw a large square table. It was
covered with a red print cloth, which
hung over the edge, nearly to the Door.
If be could reach that table and con-

ceal himself beneath It, his position
would be better.

And now he suddenly remembered
that the outline of his bead would be
visible against the, outer light to
anyone within. The room seemed to
be empty, but at that Instant he
heard a door open. He drew bis head
Dp. Some one was moving about the
room.

The ateps went here and there.
Chairs were shifted, to Judge from the
sound. But evidently there was only
one person, for Orme could hear no
voices. Ha decided that Arlma was
preparing for visitors.

Axain he heard a door open and
clot. Had Arlma gone out, or had
som other person entered? Orm
watted a moment, listening; no sound
cams from within. He lowered his
head and peered. The room was
empty.

Arlma might return at any moment,
but the chance had to be taken.
Quickly, silently , Orm descended to
itfce platform, slid over the sill and Up-toe-d

over U tho Ublo. Asotker isv
buat oa4 be was oodor too cover.

tmlo Ills hand toutiioil MHiielhlr.g aoft
and liidm rYr a nirinent he was
!itaitd. 1 ut the m'uipI of a Ittroaly purr
mi il the r '!.. it W'ti tl.;it hN hand a
rostlng in f;.r mum U'ld him that tils
roioputtli'ti In l:!.l:tt; wan a cat.

Ilo woti.li rid whether ttn Japanem
Iik' il ! t.i Prom what Uttl lie knew of
JiiraiP ke character It did not seem to
him ivnrlHti'nt that they should care
for aitlmali. Vet here was a peaceful
tabby.

In order lo noct mmoilate himself to
tilt close quarters. Urine had to douhle
bis lies back, resting rti hit thigh and
supporting the upper part of hit body
with one hand. The cat mttled down
ARalnst his knee.

Tho light filtered redly through the
taMo cover. To hW satisfaction he
found a small hole, evidently a bum
made by some careless smoker.
Through this aperture ho could look
out. Ills rant of vision Included the
greater part of the room, excel ting the
side on which the table stood, lie
could see the window and several
chairs, as well as the door Into the
adjoining room, but the door Into the
hall was out of view, at 1.J rtght

While he was Iik. king at.o.it, a man
came from the next room Kml'tlcst It
was Artma; at least Orme recognized
the Japane.-- e who had overcome him
In tho porter's pfVo at the I'ere Mar-
quette the night before. He stepjed
Into the room with a little r.nilu on
his brown face. Seating himself in a
chair, tiM fixed his heels In the rungs
and clasped his hands about hi
knees. He was waliir.g

'ihe black eyes rested m the table.
To Orme they seemed to be boring
through the cover that concealed him,
and he hardly dared to breathe, but
the Asiatic appeared to observe noth-
ing unusual urine wondered at the
unfathomable Intelligence of those
yes. Ho had oftm said of the Chinese

and Japanese that he did not trust
them for the reason that a Caucasian
could never tell what they were think-
ing about. The racial difference in
thought processes he found disconcert-
ing.

A bell rang. Arlma went to the door,
out of view, and opened lu Orme could
hear persons mounting the stairs, and
presently the voice of Arlu.a said,
"Come In," and the visitors entered the
room.

I'ausing near the door for a moment,
they exchanged a few whispered sen-
tences. Then one of them walked over
toward the window. Orme repressed
an exclamation, for the figure that
came Into view was the figure of I'orl-to- l

dapper, assertive.
He was dressed as on the night be-

fore, and his precious high hat was
hugged close to his shoulder.

His eyes roved with an exaggerated
assumption of Important cunning.
Presently he threw over his shoulder
a rapid sentence In a foreign tongue.
It sounded like Spanish, and Orme In-

ferred that It was a dialect of Portu-
guese.

The answer came from an oily
tongue; the voice was Alcatrante's.

What were thw South Americans do-

ing here? It was only a few hours
the Japanese had set on Alca-

trante, yet here he was In a strong-
hold of the enemy and expected! Had
the nstute diplomat fallen Into a trap?

Arlma was standing, not far from
I'oritol. h.s face was expressionless.
Uioking from Alcatrant1?. to Porltol and
back again, he said in English: "The
mos' honorable gentleman will soon
be here."

"That is right," said Alcatrante
suavely. "Mention no names."

Arlma nodded sightly.
The silence grew Intense. Orme was

relieved when it was broken by an-

other ring of the bell and Arlma
slipped to the door. Alcatrante moved
over beside Poritol and whispered a
few words, scarcely moving his lips.
His face looked yellow by daylight,
and the eyes behind the gold specta-
cles were henvy-llddr- and almost
closed. Orme Inferred that the night
had been sleepless for Alcatrante.

These observations were Interrupted
by the entrance of the newcomer. He
paused at the threshold, evidently to
salute, for Porltol and Alcatrante
bowed low. Then quick steps crossed
the floor and Into view came a nervous
but assured-lookin- little figure a
Japanese, but undoubtedly a man of
great dignity. Hit manner of sharp
authority would be hard to dispute, for
it was supported by a personality that
seemed to be stronger than Alca-

trante's. Who he was Orme could not
guess, but that he was somebody of
Importance It was easy to see.

The stranger bowed again and ad-

dressed himself to Alcatrante. Tho
conversation was carried on in
French.

"It Is well that you communicated
with mc, sir," he sam, "wo were work-
ing at cross-purpos- when, In reality,
our interests were Identical

Alcatrante bowed. "I came to that
conclusion late last night." ho said. "I
do not deny that It would have pleased
mo to carry tho affair through by my-
self,"

"Too, roar posltloa would then have

been strongi r " The Japaneoe smiled
faintly.

"!U:t," continued Alcatrante, with n

slight grimace, "the activity of your
nun made that Impossible. I have no
lieutenant such an yours" He shot
an ug'y gUam at I'oritol. hoe ud
den assunip'.lcn rf fearsome humility
was In strange contrast to his usual

"As we hold the documi nts" th
Japanese spoke with gnat distinctness

"you will admit our ad
vantag. That means, you will un-

derstand, a smaller commission on the
next contract ."

Alcatrante twisted his face Into the
semblance of a sm!. "Not too small,
or we cannot undertake the work," bo
snld

"No. nd roo small," the stranger
agreed calmly, "but smaller than the
last You must not forget that there
are others who would gladly do the
same work."

"Yes, but nt best they cannot get the
terms we get."

"Possibly. That Is a matter ttlll to
be determined. Meantime we have as
s timed that our Interests In this docti
ment are identical. Ivet ut test It."

"One wrrd first," said Alcatrante
i take It that. If our Interest! are

sympathetic with yourt, w may count
on your protection?"

"Most awsuri dly.
"Then r
"Then wo shall see. My fairness is

clear In that I give you a tight of the
document with myself. I might have
denied all knowlidge of It."

Alca'.raate mlied as If to fat: "1

already knew so much that you could
not risk that."

The stranger turned to Arlma and
said soniethlrg In Japanese. Arima
replied, und the stranger explained to
Alcatrante: "I asked about my man
Maku. Tho American struck him on
the head last night and lcj ired hlra.
Hut he Is recovering He it troubl-
esomethat American "

Orme started. His head bumped
against the table.

"Wbat'i that?" exclaimed Porltol,
advancing. "There's something under
that table!" Ho stooped to lift the
cover.

One chance (Inched Into Orrue's
mind. Quickly be seUed tho cat.
which was still sleeping against hit
knee, and pushed It under the table-cove- r.

It walked out Into the room,
mewing plaintively.

"A cat," said Porltol, drawing back-Arim- a

explained in English: "It be
longs to lady upstairs. Comet down
fire escape. Shoo! Shoo!" He clapped
hit hands and the animal bounded to
tho window-sil- l and disappeared up the
iron steps.

"And now," began the stranger,
"shall we examine the documents?"

"One moment," said Alcatrante. "I
should first like a clear understanding
with you some wordt in private." He
moved to a corner, and there the
stranger Joined him. They talked In
an undertone for several minutes, A-
lcatrante gesturing volubly, the stran-
ger nodding now and then, and Inter
Jecting a few brief words.

What was going on was more than
ever a mystery to Orme. The
stranger's reference to "the next con-

tract" strengthened the surmise that
the documents in the envelope were
connected with South American
trade concession. Alcatrante had
plainly concluded that his Interests
and those of the Japanese were Identi-
cal. He must have communicated
with the strange Japanese the first
thing In the morning. That would ac-

count for bis failure to call at Ihe Pere
Marquette at ten o'clock. Learning
that the bill had been taken from
Orme, and that the coveted documents
were In the possession of the Japanese,
he had no object In keeping hit ap
pointment As for Poritol, he had be-

come a figure of minor Importance.
But Orme did not lot thete quettlons

long engage him, for ho had made a
discovery. Where his bead bumped
againtt the Ublo, the board above him

solid, as bo had supposed rattled
strangely. At tho moment ho could
at lavostlf tut bat tut mm uUtttt

, :iae i aa fcieat as vc:"
lu Jo'- - i;ct n o to liev that

'Ulo'her It or not. m
liar J ..r. lady, it U tru "

There was a ni"tei,t of tbe
th Jpi. r. r.Ur. ,d S e bat r
m , to t.'.il.a that th rr.ve.i; waa (of
a (!:..' Uat l sLt U, th n of
an At:e-!,a- .d that fit Swbatlutoal
thi s c:t. (vr whatevir Ik
v ,. ft.? hat l.rld '

iiru.et .n.pj a !. d,ar fcl;...f
wj ;::., ( !.- - !.! , u xn llu
ii.at.ncta we; ; . ik:l,.ua wo-i- d have
'.brown th til.; r r.d rar.ged fclaw- -

''.' tesid "h g.rl Orui W it t.iA
1'iarf I .1 b k;.e ttat !. chan

f a cli:.. t,.id b )

t.od ! y t ipva-- r t, :r t. and th
n'.t'i t ;'. rr..ra tb twtii, ihr
a- ',...) t a ar.J ll.a risk ut

lr at th' i r we d t g:rt.
As I t tt g ?!. ah iii ariy la n

Urt'f Than tea c.d not haras
!.. r

Pl.t wi- - iid the assert!. n of th Jap.
;. lead her to dot t t'rrr? wl4

!. tite t:..i! h b4 actually
, oir-- th tap: l!, Mgfct .

ar.d kt tl.etv. ti r hi pjrji'?
II ret.emi-T'- 4 that b ta I g'Vi li tfonly '.h scj:.: eat a;ci.int of t t

at t:.a i.--. f. r !: had :i4
to p: I.e. th !'. is of aa !.."! !,'6
that meant hr d.;;-o!nt:i:ir.- t aa wJ
as tis own S!. ::, gl.t now tradiiy .:

h.a r'.i.r., to a de:: to
tone! toti e'Lirg

And then cv:i. her v! Hrr n:4
word bficht a glow to urn.' brt;
"I know that you are mtataam No
Ann rl an bat thos pa; r " Ot
Ireathisi l't relief Tt.,n at add!
lh ai!-- i;j "

So she did dowbt hl:u afr al! Weil,
ho cou.d net b.n. her H rn to
th ro:n"th fraakr.et of th Japv
!h. wfctch toiild only be attribute)
t.) dlv:f!:ore; the empty envelop;
th torn p:.t-c(v- . on th floor, all
then rendition pointed to th truth ol
lh expur.at:'4a she bad hrd.

On th other hand. ihr sat tl ap--;

eatanie or th lake, an hour cr mere
afler the episode cn tfc camps Might
it cot occur to her that, had he a'rrady
secured the paper, he would bar had
no object lo the further pursuit of th
Japan? But porhap h would
'.blnk that ho wa seeking Arima to
sell ihe paper tack to him. or that,
la tplte of hit appearanro of turprl,
h had boon a wllneat of her abOuo
lioo and bad gors out in tho water to
save her. There wr so mar.y things
she might think! Indeed, that dubious
wcrd "unlet" might even signify,
"unlets he has secured th paper
since I last taw hiia' dut no. th
would gather from th) situation la
which th found ber enemies that the
envelope had not been out of their pos-sessi-

since It wat taken from the
tree. Orme shut t It Up bard. Her
doubt ot him w -- uld bav to to

even though It shattered his
pleasant dream of her complete and
tympathetlc understanding

Alcatrante. meantime, wa studying
th girl with curiou eye. His look
was both perplexed and admiring.

(TO PK COSTINl Kn )

Accompaniments of Eatlnj,
Meals are bott taken during tboee

periods when the body It at rest Tho
Urn for taking food mutt not be too
short. During th meal tt ta better
not to think of business of serious or,
perhaps, even d things. Our who!
and undivided attention should f
given to our meal, rieasant com.
pany. light conversation, jokes and
stories add to the enjoymeat of food.

Medical Record.

Lendenera Ue Many Mitssea,
Four and a half mltlloa grots boxoa

of malchea axe need hi 'ilti ka
year.

grinding them under hi hi
Arlma spoke "Pardon, hone: at !

sir. Maku say th right enveVre wa
taken from th safe Maku know

'Ha' Thin It in 'ru who were

tricked oi.tw.tted That An. mean
reached the tree lef.-- r you laat
evnlr.g and s.it :i..:ted the
lio back to Ja; an, Ann, a I d. t l need
you.

Aria a U.w.d subtl !tely At for
tho stiai'gar. bis rag S way to

di s air
"What shall I any to '.he er.prrer""

ho nn:t'erd "What sl.a.i 1 to the
n.peri r?"
Then h! fee' tt cart. agvn ur.4r

control, be :krd call:. al Air
tralitc ' Wt ;i. ' !. a .:. "what w,:d

' '.IC' !

A Strati ' a ? was a I .;!! I'vcfT
!. of d. ";. cll-- - 'i.t:rr'. n-- t
,!;.! I. 11 and shrewd deduct:. Is .vel

, vr ! H was p..f!rg into j ;ii that
r at v I'l'.'.ia por of cor.i-iTtr.- . rt on
a ,! i. . that tad t r.abief t,'-;- i tc
r'.Rj so I ril'.ut-- y th ro' of Ir.t-rr- .a

i. t.jil under !. g A'. iit b sr.i!.1
ar.d sp

lit.! th A rn " be ta'.l
S ,.!dtily t!.r ut a kr. rk at th

di r Arima kd t fctt matter, who
r.o.1 ! 4 u..'.:St rc;.tij and said Yes.

who il la It CA-- ilj no haras
now ."

Oittia heir.l th dor open What
startled h.m first wa th art. on of

I'oiltol. who stepped back to th wall,
bis Ji dn bts (ar a picture of

11. ! arrnssmer.t and fright Aicatrante
;uni the stranger showed amasemrtl

lor a moment dry stood thus la
sili nee. slid then trotii th di;or cauie a

lienr vote.
'What' You here. Mr Alcatras.t

,:d th Japanese minister?
Orme a'.t:. .t spang Iroin hit hiding

place The voice a the u!c of thu
girl.'

CHAPTEH XI.

The Way Out.
The sound of tho girl's voice brought

the men In the room to life Her
! words were shaded to a tone of fear
j less si orn which must have bitten

dei p. lor AlcAtrautc and the Japanese
minister looked like schoolboy caught
in wrongdoing Tho South American
gnawed at bis lip; the Japanese locked
at the floor, and Urm cow reaUxed
thai the manner which had seemed so
Indlcaive of a masterful personality
was tho rnnnner which spring from
power the manner that Is built upon
the assurance ot a tremendous back-
ing.

The tension was broken by Porltol.
The little man's dismay suddenly gave
way to an eager and voluble excite-
ment, and be rushed across the room,
exclaiming: "h, my dear mist"

"No namet," commanded Alcatrante,
harshly, turning to hit tuberdlnate.

"My dear young lady," continued
Porltol breathlestly, "1 am th victim
of your misunderstanding. You will
permit m to explain."

She answered with an even, cutting
edge In her voice: "You cannot ex-

plain. Mr. Porltol."
"Hut" he began, blind lo her mean-

ing.
"I do not care to hear you she

tald; and Porltol tlunk back to bis
former position. From bis face It was
clear that be had no desire except to
get away.

Meantime Alcatrante trouacd him-
self. 'My friend here" he Indicated
the Japanese "and myself are here on
business which concerns our two na-
tion t. Tour appearance, I presume. Is
due to desire to engage tho profes-
sional services of Mr. Arima. Or per-
haps you were trying to fiad the for-ton- e

teller upstairs." He barely re-
pressed his sneer.

Tho strl did not aawrwer. m re
Aolood by tho door, u4 beA toy tho

r'

H. remembered what th girl hud
said: her father s f.atne was written en
tho addres sld II had only to turn
It over to learn who he was In tha
circumstances sui u an act might b

Justified. Put she bad not wtabed him
to know and he would evn now re
apeot her wish and kep bis own roin
Ise to her first.

His first thought wa to si p the en
velopo Into his pocket, but It occurred
to him lu time that. If I! did Indeed
contain tho documents concerning
which Alcatrante and the stranger
were disputing, it would I sought and
missed long before ho co-il- escape
from the room. So, taking a pencil
from his pocket, he inserted it under
the corner of th flap and alowiy
worked the flap free The strength of
the linen prevented any tearing

Ho removed the cements of the en-

velopetwo folded sheets of parch
ment paper, held together by an elastic
band and thrust them Into the Inside
pocket of hit coat Ail this sua done
swiftly and noiselessly.

It now remained to find something to
take the place of tho abstracted docu-
ments. In hit pocket were some print-
ed prospectuses of the mine which be
had come to Chicago to Investigate.
In shape and thickness they were not
dissimilar to the documents which he
had taken. Ho sliipod ine prospectuses
Into the envelope and, wetting his
finger, rubbed it along 4he gummed
surface of the flap. Knough glue

to make the flap adhere, after
a little pressure. The Job was by no
meant perfect, but it wa not likely to
bo detected.

At that moment Alcatrante raised
his voice and said, still In French:
"You are sure, then, that this will not
delay the game, but end it?"

"Quite sure," said the Japanese.
"Unless the documents are signed be-

fore midnight tonight nothing can be
done for tome time. We have the
Germans fixed. They will do what
they have thus far agreed to do, but If
any technical hitch arises, such as a
failure to sign within the time limit,
they will decline to renew negotia-
tions. That was all we could get from
them, but it Is enough now."

"And for other ships," said Alca-
trante, "tho commlssloa shall bo Ave
hundred thousand."

"Five hundred thousand. Seven hun-
dred and fifty was too much."

"Five hundred thousand In gold."
"In gold."
Orme slipped tho envelope back Into

tho drawer and put his oyo to tho hole
In tho cover. His position was pow
more critical, for to open tho drawer
and got tho envelope Arlmav would
havo to lift tho Ublo oovof


